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MOOSE  JAW, 

January  10th,  1921. 

To  the  Members  of 

The  Moose  Jaw  Board  of  Trade. 

Gentlemen, 

On  behalf  of  the  retiring  Council  of  the  Board  I  welcome 
you  to  our  Annual  Meeting  and  submit  the  following  report 
covering  our  activities  and  the  progress  of  the  City  during  our 
term  of  office,  for  your  consideration. 

OUTLOOK  AT  OPENING  OF  1920 

Your  Council  assumed  office  under  conditions  that  were, 
superficially,  far  from  encouraging ;  we  were  in  the  midst  of  a 
long  and  severe  winter  with  all  its  pessimism  and  quietness;  the 
re-construction  period  following  the  Great  War  had  not 
entirely  passed  and  the  outlook  was  therefore  the  more  diffi- 
cult to  estimate;  the  1919  crop  was,  taking  the  Province  as  a 
whole,  far  from  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  bumper,  and 
finally,  we  were  faced  with  the  need  of  finding  a  new  Secretary, 
Mr.  Hugh  McKellar,  after  much  valued  and  faithful  service, 
having  retired  at  the  close  of  1919. 

A  careful  study  of  the  whole  situation  convinced  us  that 
in  spite  of  seeming  difficulties  and  uncertainties,  the  time  had 
arrived  when  a  definite  step  forward  in  the  Board  of  Trade 
work  should  be  undertaken;  we  felt  that  increased  activity, 
along  sane,  practical  and  businesslike  lines,  was  not  only 
justified,  but  essential  if  Moose  Jaw  was  to  maintain  her 
place.  Accordingly  we  proceeded  to  make  such  arrangements 
and  lay  down  the  broad  lines  of  a  policy  which  we  felt  would 
justify  itself  as  the  year  progressed  and,  in  due  course,  enable 
us  to  report  "something  attempted,  something  done."  The 
vacant  secretaryship  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  the 
present  official  who  came  to  us  with  several  years  experience 
in  similar  work.  Immediately  upon  his  arrival  in  February 
last  a  re-organization  of  the  office  was  effected  with  a  view  to 
making  it  of  real  value  and  service  to  the  members  in  particular 
and  the  citizens  in  general.  I  think  there  are  few  Board  of 
Trade  offices  in  cities  the  size  of  Moose  Jaw  so  well  equipped 
to  carry  on  effective  work  and  to  answer  authoritively  the 
varied  enquiries  that  find  their  way  to  an  active  Board. 

One  of  the  first  matters  receiving  our  attention  was  what 
means  could  be  adopted  to  increase  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  Board  and  add  initiative  and  vigor  to  its  activities.  We 
decided  to  ask  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Kiwanis  Club,  the  City 
Council,  the  Great  War  Veterans'  Association,  the  Builders' 
Exchange,  the  United  Commercial  Travellers  and  the  Trades 
and  Labor  Council  to  nominate  two  of  their  members  to  attend 
all  nieetings  of  your  Council,  to  participate  in  all  discussions, 
to  initiate  new  work  and  to  vote  upon  all  motions  submitted. 


A  POLICY  FOR  1920 

The  creation  of  a  policy,  reasonably  practical  of  fulfill- 
ment under  the  somewhat  abnormal  and  changing  conditions 
ruling,  called  for  the  most  careful  consideration.  Ultimately 
it  was  decided  that  the  interests  of  the  City  and  District  would 
best  be  served  by  endeavoring  to  work  along  the  following 
lines: 

1.  To  use  every  endeavor  to  get  the  C.P.R.  to  make  a  start  with  their 
new  depot,  etc.,  the  need  for  same  being  urgent;  to  press  for  the  early 
linking  up  of  the  C.N.R,  and  the  G.T.P.R.  and  the  opening  of  the 
Union  Depot;  to  urge  on  the  Government  the  early  construction  of 
the  Chamberlain  line  and  the  Riverhurst  Bridge;  and  generally  to  give 
constant  attention  and  study  to  all  transportation  matters  affecting  the 
City  and  District. 

2.  To  endeavor  to  secure  only  such  industries  as  would  draw  their 
raw  materials  from  the  agricultural  and  stock-raising  activities  of  the 
District,  or  which  by  the  very  nature  of  their  operations  and  the  kind 
of  raw  material  required,  were  obviously  suited  to  local  conditions;  to 
encourage  the  locating  of  L'mall  industries  which  would  develop  with 
the  growth  of  the  City,  rather  than  to  concentrate  on  getting  some  big 
undertaking  to  pull  up  stakes  and  move  in  here. 

S.  To  secure  additional  wholesale  and  distributing  warehouses;  to 
endeavor  to  interest  Eastern  and  American  businesses  known  to  be 
considering  Western  branches  in  the  advantages  this  City  has  to  offer, 
and  to  keep  careful  tab  on  any  premises  becoming  vacant  which  would 
he  suitable  for  such  businesses. 

4.  To  limit  publicity  work  largely  to  issuing  a  four-page  folder  of 
general  information,  but  to  avail  ourselves  of  all  opportunities  offered 
to  contribute  articles  dealing  with  the  City  generally;  to  secure  repre- 
sentative conventions  to  meet  in  the  City,  and  to  do  everything  possible 
to  co-operate  with  their  officials  in  making  the  delegates  at  home  and 
seeing  that  they  took  back  with  them  a  good  impression  of  the  City. 

5.  '  To  co-operate  with  the  City  Council  and  other  representative  bodies 
in  any  undertaking  calculated  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the  City 
generally. 

6.  To  make  an  effort  to  keep  our  expenditures  within  the  limits  of 
our  income,  and  if  possible,  avoid  handing  to  the  1921  Council  a  legacy 
of  unpaid  accounts. 

I  purpose,  with  your  permission,  justifying  the  policy 
outlined  by  drawing  attention  to  what  has  been  accomplished 
s-nd  hope  you  will  bear  with  me  while  I  sketch  briefly,  a 
record  of  the  work  undertaken  and,  for  the  most  part,  com- 
pleted. 

TRANSPORTATION 

A  delegation  from  your  Council  met  the  President  of  the  Can- 
adian Pac'fic  Railway  and  his  party  during  their  visit  to  the  City  12 
months  ago,  and  strongly  urged  that  a  prompt  start  be  made  with  the 
construction  of  the  new  station,  etc.  Before  the  conversation  closed 
we  received  an  assurance  from  Mr.  Beatty  that  the  work  would  be 
commenced  this  year.  Circumstances,  however,  delayed  a  start  until 
last  August,  but  excellent  progress  has  since  been  made.  In  order 
to  facilitate  the  work  your  Council  granted  the  free  use  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  Board's  building  to  the  Company  and  their  con- 
tractors, the  Board's  office  being  removed  to  the  Annex  at  the  east 
end.  We  believe  this  courtesy  to  have  been  justified,  and  trust  it 
will  commend  itself  to  you. 

During  the  year  the  linking  up  of  the  C.N.R.  and  the  G.T.P.R. 
was  completed,  the  interior  work  at  the  Union  Depot  was  finished; 


passenger,  freight  and  express  services  on  both  sections  of  the  Gov- 
ernment road  operated  from  the  new  Depot,  extensive  freight  sheds 
and  yards  were  constructed  and  placed  in  operation,  and  the  City  today 
is  fairly  well  served  by  the  several  services  operated  by  the  Govern* 
ment.  A  subway  on  Athabasca  Street  was  .constructed,  and  a  steel 
bridge  over  same  carrying  double  tracks  was  also  completed.  Addition-^ 
al  work  to  be  carried  out  in  the  immediate  future  includes  the  erection, 
of  a  roundhouse  and  an  ice  house,  extensions  to  yards  and  tracks^ 
together  with  the  removal  of  the  houses  facing  the  Union  Depot,  and. 
the  improvement  of  the  grounds  and  approaches. 

Our  efforts  in  connection  with  the  Chamberlain  line  and  the- 
Riverhurst  bridge,  have  not,  I  regret  to  state,  met  with  a  like  measure 
of  success.  These  matters  were  taken  up  vigorously  by  correspondence, 
and  later  in  person  with  the  Rt.  Hon.  Mr.  Meighen  and  the  Hon.  Mr.. 
Calder.  It  appears  that  the  settled  policy  of  the  Government  is  that 
until  that  equipment  of  tlieir  road  is  very  materially  improved — and 
they  are  making  great  efforts  in  that  direction — no  construction  work, 
of  any  note  will  be  undertaken.  At  the  present  time  the  prospects  of 
the  Chamberlain  line  and  the  Riverhurst  bridge  being  started  within, 
the  next  two  or  even  three  years,  are  not  bright. 

Unquestionably  one  of  the  most  important  matters  dealt  with. 
during  the  year  was  the  famous  increase  in  freight  rates,  a  matter  that 
received  a  great  deal  of  thought  and  study  from  your  Council.  We 
recognized  that  the  marked  advance  in  the  cost  of  operating  the  roads 
could  not  be  wholly  borne  out  of  revenues  accruing  from  rates  fixed 
when  operating  costs  were  substantially  lower.  At  the  same  time  we 
felt  that  the  award  of  the  Board  of  Railway  Commissioners  was  not 
altogether  justified,  and  the  nominal  acknowledgment  of  the  discrim- 
ination which  was  proved  to  exist  between  rates  East  and  West,  fell 
short  of  what  it  should  have  been.  The  application  by  the  Provincial 
Government  to  have  the  award  set  asite  and  also  the  further  applica- 
tion of  the  Government  to  have  the  increased  rates  suspended  until  the 
matter  of  the  discrimination  in  rates  had  been  finally  settled,  were  both 
unsuccessful.  However,  the  Board  of  Railway  Commissioners  will 
shortly  proceed  with  a  thorough  investigation  into  the  whole  question 
of  freight  rates,  and  it  is  hoped  that  at  least  the  equalization  of  rates 
East  and  West  will  be  brought  nearer  realization.  The  Provincial 
Government  has  retained  Mr.  Alex.  McDonald,  of  Winnipeg,  a  recog- 
nized freight  rate  expert,  and  he  will  make  an  exhaustive  inquiry  into 
the  matter  as  it  affects  this  Province. 

INDUSTRIAL 

Under  this  heading  your  Council  is  glad  to  be  alble  to  report  real 
progress.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year  we  learned  that  the 
Western  Oil  Co.,  Ltd.,  contemplated  making  additions  to  their  activi- 
ties, and  endeavors  were  made  to  secure  the  benefits  thereof  for  this 
City.  Negotiations  were  opened  with  the  City  Hall  with  the  result 
that  the  Company  purchased  a  block  of  lots'  and  thereon  made  a 
capital  outlay  of  some  $30,000.  The  equipment  and  plant  installed  has 
resulted  in  the  commencement  of  activities  that  should  prove  of  in- 
creasing value  to  the  City. 

The  Romans  Machine  &  Repair  Company  has  leased  property  and 
buildings  from  the  City  and  installed  a  well-equipped  iron  foundry. 
They  are  doing  a  good  volume  of  business  in  the  manufacture  of  all 
kinds  of  castings,  and  as  this  work  affords  employment  to  some  15 
hands  it  will  be  seen  that  the  industry  is  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the 
City. 

In  August  last  Messrs.  Toner  &  MacBride,  two  practical  box  and 
crate  makers,  decided  to  open  a  small  factory  in  the  City.  The  Board 
was  able  to  assist  them  in  a  practical  manner  by  placing  them  in  touch 
with  a  market  for  their  output,  and  by  November  their  undertaking 
had  proved  so  successful  that  they  had  to  secure  larger  premises, 
install  additional  power  machinery,  and  engage  additional  hands.  The 
Moose  Jaw  Box  Factory  provides  emplovment  for  from  10  to  15  hands; 


they  have  all  the  work  they  can  handle  and  the  industry  gives  promise 
of  being  another  valuable  acquisition  to  the  City. 

Early  in  the  year  Mr.  W.  K.  Cross  decided  to  open  a  horse  auction 
market.  His  venture  has  proved  so  successful  that  this  City  is  now  the 
recognized  horse  marketing  centre  of  the  Province,  its  activities  ex- 
ceeding those  of  the  older  market  at  Calgary.  Last  year  he  handled 
some  7,000  animals  on  a  cash  basis.  Mr.  Cross  proposes  to  enter  the 
export  business  in  the  near  future,  and  will  have  the  hearty  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Board's  office  which  is  now  equipped  to  place  him  in  touch 
with  foreign  markets,  and  to  advise  him  in  such  matters  as  customs 
tariffs,  shipping  regulations,  etc. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  an  endeavor  was  made  to 
create  a  wool  centre  here;  the  local  sheep  breeders  were  dissatisfied  with 
the  proposal  of  the  Co-operative  Wool  Growers'  Association  to  ship 
wool  direct  to  Toronto  where  it  would  be  graded  and  paid  for  after- 
wards. We  believed  that  a  wool  market  could  be  operated  to  the 
advantage  of  the  farmer  and  the  City.  The  City  Hall  assured  us  of 
co-operation  in  finding  a  suitable  building;  we  corresponded  with  a 
number  of  Eastern  and  American  buyers  with  a  view  to  their  sending 
representatives  here  to  purchase  the  clip,  but  the  sustained  slump  in 
the  market  and  the  vast  quantities  held  by  buyers  in  the  hope  of 
market  conditions  improving  have  made  it  hard  to  make  much  head- 
way, and  until  present  stocks  are  absorbed  and  the  market  strengthens, 
it  is  doubtful  if  we  shall  realize  our  ambition.  However,  I  do  not 
think  the  endeavor  should  be  dropped,  and  commend  same  to  the  in- 
coming Council  for  attention. 

COMMERCIAL 

The  outstanding  success  of  our  labors  during  the  past  year  falls 
tinder  this  heading  with  the  acquisition  of  the  well-known  wholesale 
hardware  house  of  the  Marshall-Wells  Company.  The  negotiations  were 
difficult  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Company  had  already  purchased 
property  in  a  neighboring  City.  However,  in  view  of  the  importance 
of  the  matter  we  regard  the  time  spent  and  the  efforts  made  as  well 
worth  while.  The  Company  has  also  purchased  the  old  Gray-Campbell 
warehouse,  and  pending  the  erection  of  a  large  modern  warehouse, 
which  we  understand  will  be  started  this  spring,  will  carry  on  business 
in  that  building.  That  such  a  strong  and  active  house  should  choose 
Moose  Jaw  as  the  headquarters  for  their  Saskatchewan  activities,  is  a 
matter  upon  which  we  are  entitled  to  congratulate  ourselves. 

PUBLICITY  WORK 

With  regard  to  publicity,  a  considerable  amount  of 
work  has  been  done  at  a  nominal  cost — from  the  Financial 
Statement  which  will  be  submitted  this  evening,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  total  outlay  was  only  slightly  in  excess  of 
$150.00.  Twelve  thousand  copies  of  a  four-page  folder  of 
general  information  have  been  distributed  and  the  result  has 
been  a  considerable  increase  in  correspondence  addressed  to 
the  office.  Amongst  the  requests  received  for  copies  was  one 
for  a  thousand  copies  from  the  Canadian  National  Railways. 
I  think  this  may  be  regarded  as  an  acknowledgement  that 
our  publication  was  reliable  and  free  from  undue  exaggera- 
tion. Since  May  last  we  have  been  issuing  a  Monthly  Business 
Bulletin,  one  thousand  copies  being  distributed  each  month 
amongst  our  Industrial,  Commercial  and  larger  retail  busi- 
nesses for  enclosure  in  their  out-of-town  mail.  Monthly  news 
items  dealing  with  the  progress  generally  of  the  City  have 
been  contributed  to  a  number  of  publications  and  advantage 
has  been  taken  of  all  invitations  to  contribute  articles  to  the 


press  and  various  magazines.  In  addition,  statistics  and 
general  information  has  been  gladly  furnished  when  asked 
for  by  local  and  outside  business  houses.  The  greatest  care 
has  been  exercised  in  compiling  information.  Statistics  have, 
as  a  rule,  been  prepared  from  official  sources,  whilst  especial 
care  has  been  taken  to  deal  accurately  with  developments 
under  way  and  to  exercise  a  wise  restraint  when  discussing  the 
future  outlook  and  possibilities.  The  City  has  received  a 
great  deal  of  favorable  publicity  from  the  numerous  Conven- 
tions held  here  during  the  past  year.  Moose  Jaw  appears  to 
be  a  favorite  in  this  respect  and  the  Board  should  make  a 
point  of  cultivating  this  preference.  Amongst  the  Conven- 
tions and  gatherings  held  were:  Dairymen  of  Saskatchewan, 
School  Trustees  of  Saskatchewan,  Retail  Merchants  of  Sas- 
katchewan, Optometrists  of  Saskatchewan,  Fire  Insurance 
Agents  of  Saskatchewan,  Union  of  Saskatchewan  Munici- 
palities, Saskatchewan  Musical  Festival,  and  the  First  Annual 
Re-union  of  the  Great  War  Veterans'  Association.  The  City 
was  also  honored  with  visits  from  the  Canadian  Manu- 
facturers' Association  and  the  delegates  to  the  Imperial 
Press  Conference.  In  the  former  case  the  event  was  organized 
and  carried  out  wholly  by  the  Board.  In  the  latter  case  the 
arrangements  were  made  by  a  Committee  on  which  the  Board 
was  represented.  The  amount  of  general  publicity  given  the 
City  and  the  extent  to  which  information  and  correspondence 
relative  to  the  City  and  District  has  been  circulated  is  re- 
flected in  the  item  on  the  Financial  Statement  headed 
"Postages — $150."  The  corresponding  item  for  1919  was 
only  $31.00. 

CO-OPERATIVE  ACTIVITIES 

Every  opportunity  to  co-operate  with  the  City  Council 
and  other  representative  bodies  in  endeavors  to  advance  the 
best  interests  of  the  City,  has  been  taken  full  advantage  of. 
We  have  been  associated  with  the  endeavors  niade  to  secure 
a  more  satisfactory  street  car  service  for  Ward  5;  we  were 
able  to  assist  in  the  efforts  made  to  secure  a  more  equitable 
ruling  from  the  Department  of  Militia  and  Defence  relative 
to  insurance  on  the  Armouries  when  used  for  purposes  not 
connected  with  the  Military  affairs  of  the  Country;  we  were 
able  to  identify  ourselves  with  the  building  scheme  of  the 
Great  War  Veterans'  Association.  , Probably  the  most  import- 
ant endeavor  we  have  been  able  to  assist  with  was  the  further 
application  to  the  Board  of  Railway  Commissioners  by  the 
Saskatchewan  Stock  Growers'  Association  for  the  re-installa- 
tion of  the  transfer  track  at  Conquest  between  the  C.N.R.  and 
the  C.P.R.  The  Board  held  a  meeting  in  the  City  Hall  in  June 
last  when  much  valuable  information  was  furnished.  An  order 
was  issued  under  date  of  September  23rd  last  ordering  the  re- 
installation of  the  track.  The  success  of  the  application  means 
a  great  deal  to  the  stockyards  and  also  to  the  industries  and 
wholesale  houses  of  the  City. 


MOOSE  JAW  AN  AEROPLANE  CENTRE 


During  the  year  the  Western  Aeroplane  Company  drew 
the  attention  of  your  Council  to  the  endeavors  they  were  mak- 
ing to  establish  this  City  as  a  centre  of  aeroplane  activity  and 
development.  The  Company  explained  the  nature  of  their 
ambitions  and  appealed  for  our  assistance  in  getting  their 
field  registered  with  the  Dominion  Air  Board,  and  to  secure 
for  the  City  one  of  the  Bessoneau  Hangars  from  the  Federal 
Government.  In  view  of  the  proximity  of  the  City  to  the 
International  Border  and  likelihood  of  machines  arriving  on 
a  visit  from  the  States,  they  were  also  anxious  to  have  Moose 
Jaw  created  a  Customs  Air  Harbor.  Your  Council  being 
satisfied  that  the  endeavors  of  the  Company  were  to  the 
advantage  of  the  City,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  City  Commissioners  to  see  what  could  be  done  to 
facilitate  the  registration  of  the  field,  and  the  acquiring  of  a 
hangar,  etc.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  very  satis- 
factory progress  is  being  made. 

GRAIN  INSPECTION  DIVISION  FOR  MOOSE  JAW 

An  endeavor  of  real  importance  to  the  City  and  District 
initiated  by  your  Council  was  the  effort  made  to  secure  the 
creation  of  a  Grain  Inspection  Division  here.  The  first  step 
was  taken  by  a  small  Committee,  but  as  the  proposal  was  of 
such  importance  to  the  grain  growers  and  allied  agricultural 
interests  of  the  whole  District,  it  was  decided  to  refer  the 
whole  project  to  this  Committee  with  full  power  to  act.  The 
Committee  was  accordingly  re-organized  and  Mr.  E.  N. 
Hopkins  appointed  Convenor.  In  order  that  it  might  not 
appear  that  the  Board  of  Trade  was  working  for  the  im- 
mediate benefit  of  the  City,  the  Committee  decided  to  act  as 
representatives  of  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  District. 
Application  to  the  Board  of  Grain  Commissioners  for  a  meet- 
ing to  hear  argument  having  been  refused,  the  Committee 
proceeded  to  organize  so  as  to  get  the  maximum  amount  of 
weight  behind  the  application.  Having  been  furnished  with 
a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Board  to  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Commerce  setting  forth  reasons,  why  in  their  opinion,  it 
was  not  desirable  to  grant  such  a  request,  the  Committee 
answered  same  in  detail  and  again  asked  for  a  hearing  in  the 
matter.  Ultimately  the  Board  fixed  November  9th  as  the 
date  for  the  same  and  plans  were  made  for  the  presentation  of 
their  argument.  It  was  decided  to  submit  the  main  argu- 
ment in  writing,  and  to  back  it  up  with  the  oral  testimony  of 
farmers,  stock  growers,  and  others  who  would  benefit  by  the 
granting  of  the  application.  An  immense  amount  of  care  and 
study  was  devoted  to  the  preparation  of  the  case — the  Com- 
mittee met  a  great  many  times — a  systematic  canvass  of  all 
Grain  Growers'  Locals  in  the  entire  district  was  made  with  a 
view  to  getting  them  to  pass  resolutions  in  support  of  the  ap- 


plication.  A  number  of  farmers  appeared  before  the  Board 
and  gave  evidence  in  support;  in  short,  everything  possible 
was  done  to  present  the  case  in  a  strong,  practical  and  busi- 
nesslike manner.  It  is  not  yet  possible  to  report  as  to  the 
result  but  the  Board  appeared  impressed  with  the  arguments 
advanced  and  we  are  hoping  for  a  favorable  ruling. 

STOCKYARDS 

The  steady  growth  of  the  local  stockyards  continues.  In 
August  last  the  Company  acquired  the  yards  formerly 
operated  by  the  C.P.R.  and  now  controls  the  largest  stock- 
yards west  of  Winnpeg,  there  being  accommodation  for  more 
than  5,000  head  of  stock  at  one  time. 

1920  CROP 

The  Moose  Jaw  District,  in  common  with  practically  the 
whole  of  the  West,  produced  the  second  largest  crop  in  its 
history,  surpassed  only  by  the  bumper  crop  of  1915.  In  value 
it  far  exceeded  that  of  any  previous  crop  due,  of  course,  to 
the  high  prices  ruling.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  operating 
costs  were  high  but  after  making  allowances  therefor  the 
fact  remains  that  the  1920  crop  was,  locally,  thoroughly 
satisfactory.  Livestock,  which  was  seriously  affected  by  the 
long  winter  and  the  scarcity  of  good  feed,  revived  splendidly 
due  to  the  excellent  pasture  available  during  the  summer  and 
fall;  and  the  open  winter  which  has  extended  right  up  to  the 
present  has  enabled  stock  to  graze  on  the  open  prairie,  thus 
conserving  fodder  intended  for  winter  feed.  The  November 
rains  were  very  valuable  indeed;  they  assured  us  of  ample 
moisture  for  seeding  operations  next  Spring  and  everywhere 
improved  pastures  for  stock.  Agriculturally  the  outlook  for 
1921  is  very  bright  at  the  present  time;  plenty  of  moisture 
in  the  ground  and  livestock  in  excellent  shape.  If  the 
financial,  industrial  and  commercial  outlook  is  not  quite  what 
we  could  desire,  the  fact  that  our  great  basic  industry  is  able 
to  look  forward  with  confidence  is  going  to  make  it  much 
easier  for  us  to  apply  ourselves  energetically  to  the  solution 
of  those  other  problems  of  national  progress  that  will  confront 
us  from  time  to  time. 

HOUSING  PROBLEM 

The  housing  problem  is  a  matter  to  which  your  Council 
has  given  considerable  study,  but  the  legislation  passed  by  the 
Provincial  Government  makes  pr^ogress  practically  , im- 
possible— our  urban  centres  cannot  stand  any  substantial  in- 
crease to  their  capital  indebtedness,  and  so  long  as  the  present 
legislation  stands,  there  is  little  hope  of  progress.  However, 
the  matter  is  so  important  that  I  hope  the  Board  will  support 
iiny  practical  scheme  that  may  later  be  devised. 


SASKATCHEWAN  ASSOCIATED  BOARDS  OF  TRADE 

In  July  last  a  representative  meeting  of  Boards  of  Trade 
of  the  Province  v^as  held  at  Regina  to  organize  a  Saskatche- 
wan Associated  Boards  of  Trade.  An  organization  was 
created  and  practical  work  has  already  been  accomplished. 
The  recent  appointment  by  the  Provincial  Government  of  a 
freight  rate  expert  to  go  into  the  matter  of  the  discrimination 
in  rates  East  and  West  is  directly  traceable  to  the  earnest 
representations  of  this  new  organization.  From  present  indi- 
cations the  new  Board  appears  to  be  just  what  was  required 
in  order  to  take  up  matters  of  a  Provincial  nature,  and  I  trust 
Moose  Jaw  will  accord  it  support  so  long  as  it  shows  a  desire 
to  give  SERVICE. 

INDUSTRIAL  ACTIVITY  DURING  1920 

The  year  just  closed  has  seen  considerable  industrial 
activity  and  development  in  addition  to  those  new  undertak- 
ings to  which  I  have  already  referred.  The  Robin  Hood 
Mills  in  the  early  Spring  completed  and  moved  into  one  of  the 
most  modern  and  best  equipped  office  buildings  in  the  West 
and  then  proceeded  with  the  erection  of  an  immense  re-in- 
forced  concrete  grain  storage  elevator  and  cleaning  house. 
The  Saskatchewan  Creamery  Company  of  Moose  Jaw  built 
and  equipped  three  additional  branch  plants  at  Weyburn, 
Maple  Creek  and  Swift  Current  respectively.  The  Walter  W. 
Shaw  Company  had  a  very  successful  year  in  spite  of  the 
Luxury  Tax  and  will  probably  enter  the  export  field  during 
1921.  Considerable  improvements  have  been  made  to  the 
plant  and  equipment  of  the  Dominion  Fire  Brick  and  Clay 
Products  Ltd.  at  Claybank,  Sask.,  and  the  Company  reports 
an  excellent  volume  of  business  for  the  past  year.  While  this 
industry  is  not  located  in  the  City  of  Moose  Jaw,  it  is,  neverthe- 
less, an  industry  in  which  the  City  is  substantially  interested ; 
its  executive  and  sales  offices  are  located  in  Moose  Jaw.  The 
Company  manufactures  a  very  high  grade  product  and  the 
demand  for  same  will  increase  as  the  building  trade  revives. 

WHOLESALE   BUSINESS  SATISFACTORY  DURING  1920 

Our  wholesale  houses  have  had  a  satisfactory  year  and 
the  strength  of  the  City  as  a  distributing  centre  has  been  con- 
siderably enhanced  by  the  acquisition  of  the  Marshall-Wells 
Company  and  the  North  West  Biscuit  Company.  Messrs. 
Maybee  Ltd.  have  made  considerable  additions  to  lines  carried 
while  Mr.  J.  E.  Overs  has  recently  incorporated  his  business 
and  branched  out  into  the  wholesale  tobacconist  field,  with 
results  that  have  entirely  justified  the  venture. 

RETAIL  ACTIVITY  DURING  1920 

Many  lines  of  retail  business  were  adversely  affected  by 
the  Luxury  Tax.  Those  not  affected  report  very  satisfactorily 
for  1920  and  now  that  the  Tax  has  been  abolished  the  retail 


outlook  is  as  good  as  can  be  expected  in  view  of  the  general 
conditions  ruling. 

ATHLETICS  DURING  1920 

It  has  been  well  said  that  all  work  and  no  play  makes  Jack 
a  dull  boy,  and  the  revival  of  support  accorded  to  all  athletics 
during  1920  was  a  happy  indication  that  the  rightful  place  of 
recreation  in  these  strenuous  days  was  not  being  lost  sight  of. 
The  baseball  club  had  a  successful  season,  and  while  the  *'pen- 
nant"  did  not  find  a  home  amongst  us,  the  final  result  did  not 
reflect  adversely  on  the  City.  Cricket,  football,  golf  and  tennis 
all  received  a  large  measure  of  public  support,  whilst  the 
recent  erection  of  a  large  modern  skating  rink  assures  us  of 
a  permanent  home  for  hockey  and  the  enjoyment  of  skating 
under  very  pleasing  conditions.  The  possession  of  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  equipped  rinks  in  the  West  should  prove  a 
source  of  valuable  publicity  to  Moose  Jaw,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  faith  and  good  citizenship  of  those  responsible 
for  its  erection  will  be  recognized,  and  adequate  support  ac- 
corded, so  that  wherever  hockey  and  skating  are  known,  the 
prominence  of  Moose  Jaw  in  these  pastimes  will  be  recognized. 

BUILDING  ACTIVE  DURING  1920 

No  review  of  1920  would  be  complete  that  did  not  take 
note  of  the  amount  of  building  activity  carried  on  under  condi- 
tions far  from  ideal.  In  spite  of  the  high  prices  of  materials, 
the  shortage  of  skilled  workmen,  etc.,  the  construction  work  of 
1920  far  exceeded  that  of  any  previous  year.  The  1919  build- 
ing permits  amounted  to  $590,895.00,  whilst  those  for  1920 
amounted  to  no  less  than  $1,533,095.00.  The  latter  figure  is 
nearly  equal  to  the  combined  totals  of  1916-1917-1918  and 
1919.  The  outstanding  permit  was  that  covering  the  new 
station  and  administration  block  for  the  Can.  Pac.  Rly.  The 
confidence  of  your  Council  in  the  future  growth  of  the  City 
rests  upon  strong  foundations,  one  of  which  is  the  marked 
building  activity  of  the  Can.  Pac.  Ry  at  the  present  time.  No 
one  would  imagine  that  the  Company  is  building  such  a  station 
and  administration  block,  adding  to  their  roundhouse,  enlarg- 
ing freight  and  express  buildings,  increasing  freight  and  pas- 
senger tracks,  enlarging  their  yards,  erecting  a  much  larger 
power  plant,  and  carrying  out  a  dozen  other  construction 
activities,  just  because  Moose  Jaw  is  Moose  Jaw,  or  because 
the  City  happens  to  be  a  grand  divisional  point  on  their  system. 
The  Can.  Pac.  Rly.  does  not  act  on  sentiment.  The  Company 
has  definite  reasons  for  their  building  operations,  and  while 
your  Council  is  unable  to  read  with  any  degree  of  certainty, 
just  what  the  future  intentions  of  the  Company  are,  it  is  evid- 
ent that  the  present  work  was  never  intended  for  a  City  of 
less  than  30,000  souls.  The  Company  is  building  for  the 
future — and  that  a  not  distant  future.  Has  it  ever  sitruck  as 
significant  that  within  18  months  of  the  signing  of  peace,  the 
Can.  Pac.  Rly.  passing  up  the  demands  of  big  centres  like 


Montreal,  Toronto,  Winnipeg  and  Vancouver  for  additional 
facilities,  concentrated  upon  Moose  Jaw,  and  commenced  a 
programme  of  extensions  and  new  buildings  the  extent  of 
which  we  cannot  at  present  measure  and  the  cost  of  which  we 
cannot  figure  accurately.  It  would  be  a  magnificent  thing  for 
Moose  Jaw  if  its  citizens  could  acquire  some  of  the  confidence 
in  the  future  outlook  for  their  Home  City  that  this  great  trans- 
portation Company  has. 

OUTLOOK  FOR  1921 

Just  a  word  with  regard  to  the  outlook  for- 1921.  It  is  true 
that  the  prospects  are  not  altogether  bright.  There  has  been, 
and  there  is  at  the  present  time,  a  severe  money  stringency,  and 
a  severe  deflation  in  prices,  but  notwithstanding  conditions  as 
they  are,  we  do  not  believe  there  is  any  occasion  for  real 
worry,  or  fear  or  anything  of  a  panicky  nature.  It  is  true  that 
we  cannot  dissociate  ourselves  from  national  conditions,  and 
in  view  of  that  we  are  bound  to  have  a  reflection  of  conditions 
that  exist  in  the  East.  It. must  be  remembered,  however,  that 
we  are  a  producing  country,  and  when 'this  wave  travels  from 
the  East  to  the  West,  it  gets  more  or  less  spent,  and  we  believe 
that  after  April  or  May  next  conditions  will  brighten  up,  and 
from  thence  on  continue  to  improve.  The  prospects  for  Moose 
Jaw  during  the  latter  part^of  1921  should  be  exceptionally 
good,  and  if  the  business  men  of  the  City  will  refrain  from 
worry,  anxiety  and  anything  of  a  panicky  feeling,  they  will 
do  more  to  help  conditions  in  the  City  than  anything  else.  In 
other  words,  it  behooves  us  to  keep  our  heads  level  and  let 
each  day  take  care  of  the  conditions  that  arise. 

APPRECIATION  OF  CO-OPERATION  AND  isUPPORT 

In  closing  I  would  express  appreciation  for  the  support 
accorded  us  by  the  City  Council,  the  Press  and  many  represen- 
tative bodies.  I  desire  to  express  our  united  thanks  to  all  those 
who  during  1920  have  encouraged  us  and  enabled  us  to  per- 
form some  small  measure  of  service  to  our  City.  I  also  desire 
to  express  my  personal  appreciation  of  the  valuable  co-opera- 
tion and  support  always  given  me  by  your  Council,  and  to 
voice  the  fervent  hope  that  the  Board  during  1921,  and  all  the 
years  that  are  to  come  will  be  honored  with  such  a  measure  of 
hearty  support,  and  such  a  measure  of  faithful  service  from 
the  Council  and  its  employees,  that  have  been  extended  to  me 
for  the  year  just  passed. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  my  apprecia- 
tion of  the  services  rendered  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  work 
of  the  Board  by  your  Secretary,  Mr.  Farquharson.  His  exper- 
ience, his  ability  and  his  energy  have  been  such  as  to  make  the 
work  easy,  and  to  give  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  myself  all 
the  data  that  has  been  required  from  time  to  time. 

W.  T.  THORN, 

President. 


